Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STD) surveillance has caught the attention of the
Introduction
The relevance of STD in public health has increased dramatically in recent years. This change has been a consequence of a number of factors which include: modifications in the pattern of this group of diseases, awareness of the worrying sequelae of some STD (infertility, perinatal mortality, infant morbidity and cancer),'2 and the recent correlation found between STD and HIV infection.?7 As a result, an increasing need for reliable data, both for effective epidemiological surveillance and for prevention strategies, has emerged. 89 The A decreasing trend appears for gonorrhoea and syphilis, together with a stable or increasing trend for the other infections. The trend for gonorrhoea and syphilis is compatible with the trend of statutory notifications (fig 1) . Our data show that the very relevant notification decrease for syphilis and gonorrhoea does not reflect the true situation. We found only a 36% and 21% decrease in gonorrhoea and syphilis, respectively, between 1986 and 1988, compared with the 61 % and 51 % decrease shown in the statutory notifications. It may well be that the arrival of the HIV infected population, with the extensive follow-up of paper work and bureaucracy for those patients, has reduced the attention given to classical STD notification.
As a result of this study, a routine surveillance network based on clinical returns is now operational in 36 large STD clinics in Italy. Moreover, the government has noted the STD problem and has proposed a law aimed at STD control. This is a good starting point for finding and enhancing adequate means for surveillance in an area that is ofparamount importance in improving individual life.
